Press Start at Yanchep Beach Primary School
Rationale
In the Western Australian Curriculum, students develop ICT capability as they learn to use ICT effectively and
appropriately to access, create and communicate information and ideas, solve problems and work collaboratively in
all learning areas at school, and in their lives beyond school. The capability involves students in learning to make the
most of the digital technologies available to them, adapting to new ways of doing things as technologies evolve and
limiting the risks to themselves and others in a digital environment.

Aims
The YBPS Press Start Program aims to:
• Provide a student centred engaging learning program for our students;
• Develop responsible digital citizens who are able to use technology in the most effective ways;
• Facilitate the development of knowledge and skills necessary for the 21st century workforce, including
digital-age literacy, innovative and creative thinking, problem solving, effective communication and
collaboration;
• Allow continuous access to educational materials allowing learning efficiency to happen anywhere, anytime;
• Strengthen links between home and school, giving parents the opportunity to see, everyday what their child
is learning at school;

What is the Press Start Program?
The Press Start Program is Yanchep Beach Primary School’s 1:1 iPad program. The Press Start program is based on
the idea that every student has access to iPad on a daily basis to engage students and enable them to develop skills
and habits to become successful 21st century learning. Teachers continue to teach lessons using established teaching
and learning practices and use iPad technology to enhance and personalise learning and curriculum for students.

Why Press Start?
As part of implementing the Western Australian Curriculum, ICT
General Capabilities, schools are expected to:
• Teach social and ethical protocols and practices, including
online etiquette and cyber safety;
• Ensure students conduct investigations, using research and
critical thinking skills;
• Provide opportunities to create;
• Communicate ideas and information;
• Manage and operate ICT.
The Press Start Program effectively allows teachers to integrate the teaching of these capabilities into their lessons
on a daily basis. Additionally, from 2018, the Digital Technologies curriculum, a new subject area with new skills and
unique concepts will be reported to parents. Implementing a 1:1 iPad program allows our teachers to address the
needs of the new curriculum in the most effective and engaging ways.

Why the iPad?

As a school in 2014, the decision was made by YBPS staff in conjunction with the Press Start Steering Committee to
have Apple iPads as the selected device for the press start program.
The advantages of using the iPad include:
• Access to knowledge and information through the plethora of content and creation apps (many of which are
free) to support student learning
• Increased productivity through quick loading apps and quick response of the iPad.
• iPad operating system is very reliable, ensuring maximum learning time.
• High student engagement both independently and
collaboratively
• Staff are trained and will continue to be trained to
support learning and troubleshooting iPads.
• Apple has an education team that provides guidance,
support and professional development.
• Apple has a rigorous vetting process of all apps (this
includes educational apps) submitted to the app store.
Teachers have access to over 500 000 apps of which
20 000 are designed specifically for educational
purposes.

Schedule of Implementation
Term 4 Year 3
• Open Day and initial information sent to parents
Term 1 Year 4
• Press Start Information Session for Year 4 Parents
• Parent/Student Agreements and ICT Code of Conduct sent to Press Start students
• iPads set up ready for Term 2 start
Term 2 Year 4
• Press Start Begins
Device Specifications
Recommended minimum specification for Year 4 students in 2019:
Operating System
Model
Storage
Recommended
accessories
Insurance (optional)
Software

iOS 10.2 or later
9.7 Inch iPad 5th or 6th Generation
32GB or higher
Screen Protector (optional but strongly recommended)
Protective Case
2 year Apple Care (Optional but will cover damage or technical
problems)
Possible cover by home insurer – to cover home, school and transit.
Devices will be managed by Meraki (A program that allows us to manage
the ipads and distribute apps remotely
Apps will be distributed by the school.

Acceptable Student Use
Each child and parent will be asked to read, understand, sign and adhere to the iPad Code of Conduct
Agreement and the ICT Code of Conduct Policy Years 4-6 at the beginning of the year.
-

YBPS ICT Student Code of Conduct Policy Years 4-6 (Appendix A)
YBPS Press Start Parent/Student Agreement (Appendix B)

Frequently Asked Questions
How do students benefit from a device of their own?
Digital tools are everywhere. Today, almost every adult has at least one digital device that they take with them everywhere they
go. As we move into the 21st century, the capacity to use digital devices effectively is becoming as important as literacy and
numeracy.
While most schools have some devices that students can use, the education experience is transformed when students have
access to these tools whenever they need them. A one- to-one program means that every lesson can be enriched using the
power of technology.

Who has made the decision to commence the Press
Start program?
The school proposed this program after a confidential survey
of all staff indicated overwhelming support. In 2016, a
Steering Committee comprised of parent representatives
recommended that the school implement the program.

What would be the cost of participating in the
program?
The cost would depend on the device selected. However, as
th
an indication, an entry-level iPad 6 Generation would cost
approximately $450 plus the price of accessories. The
AppleCare extended warranty (highly recommended) costs an
additional $99.

Which group of students will be involved?
Advice from our teaching staff is that this program should
commence at Year Four. Students will continue in the
program until they graduate at the end of Year Six.

Why is the program funded by parents?
Yanchep Beach Primary School will invest a significant
amount of funding into this program. This will cover the cost
of all apps, teacher professional learning, charging stations,
wireless infrastructure, technical support and school-owned
devices. However, the school can only achieve a ratio of one
device per child by partnering with the parent community.

What if I cannot afford to buy my child a device?
The school would purchase a bank of devices that would be
available to students whose families were unable to take part
in the program. Unlike students whose parents purchase
them a device, these students would not be able to take
devices home.

Which device has been selected?
To ensure a consistent educational experience, all participants in the program use the same device. This ensure that the
teacher’s focus is on student learning and not on technical issues. The parent committee has nominated the Apple iPad as its
nominated device for the program.

What will the school do to promote student safety?
Students will take part in a comprehensive ongoing digital citizenship program covering safe use of their device. The school will
also run a series of after-school workshops for parents to educate them about how to manage student devices.

How will devices be monitored?
The school network and the device itself contain a number of safety mechanisms that minimise the risk of students using
devices in inappropriate ways. However, the most effective form of monitoring is direct visual supervision by teachers and
parents.

What if students do not use their devices appropriately?
Use of digital devices at school is a privilege. Students who do not use their devices appropriately will receive consequences in
line with the school's Behaviour Management Policy. Cyber- bullying, in particular, will be treated very seriously by the school.

How much time will students spend on their devices?
It is important that students receive a balanced education. A maximum of fifty percent of instruction time on any given day will
use digital devices.

What will happen when there are technical problems with devices?
The school will provide assistance with key functions such as connecting to the school network. However, as the devices will be
parent- owned, other maintenance will be a parent responsibility. Parents who purchase AppleCare will receive 24-hour
telephone support plus free repair of any faults covered by warranty.

What if a device is lost or stolen?
If the device is leased, the lease company will provide a replacement machine free of charge. Where parents purchase a device
outright, they should confirm that it will be covered by their home contents insurance policy. If it is not, then a Protecsure
insurance policy is available as an optional extra. Devices can be backed up automatically every night and all data can be easily
re-loaded onto a replacement device.

What if students forget to bring their device to school?
A fleet of school-owned devices will be available for the following purposes:
•
•
•

for students who forget their device (this is expected to be a very rare occurrence);
for students whose devices are being repaired;
for students whose families are in financial hardship (in-school use only).

Which apps will be required?
All apps will be provided by the school. These will be distributed automatically to students using a wireless mobile device
management system.

Will parents be permitted to purchase additional apps?
Since parents will own the devices, they are free to install additional apps if they choose. We do, however, encourage families to
treat the device as primarily a learning tool and not a toy. Families can restrict their children from installing additional apps if
they wish.

How will devices be used in class?
• Flexible Teaching- A device can allow teachers
to build dynamic lessons and assignments with
new content rich materials that are flexible
and easy to access for all learners.
• Creative Learning- With the ability to hand in
homework, students can be even more
creative with showing what they have learned
with ease through submission of videos,
presentations, books, photos and PDFs.
Teachers will be able to easily see them, grade
them and give feedback directly through the
device.
• Catering for special needs- Devices are a
powerful learning tool for students with special
needs and can offer many innovative
accessibility features. For students with
cognitive, physical, or other disabilities a
device opens up incredible opportunities for
learning.

How will students access the Internet?
At school, students will access the Internet via the Department of Education's wireless network. They will also have the option of
connecting to a Wi-Fi network at home if one is installed.

Is it possible that the device will be infected with a virus?
Modern mobile devices are highly secure and are unlikely to be infected with a virus. However, a system of automatic backups
will reduce the risk of data loss in the rare event that a problem does occur.

Will our students continue to write by hand?
Students will continue to write by hand and read paper books. The development of fine motor skills through handwriting, in
particular, will continue to be a whole-school focus.

